
The Eagle Lake Headlight — News for Southern Colorado County, Texas Thursday, August 6,2009, Page 9 

Hunting Helps Keep Ecosystem Balanced 

Pictured above are the Rice Raiders practicing handoffs for the 
upcoming football season. 

4- 

Pictured above are Rebecca Dota and Falin Braden running on 
the track at cross country practice which started this week. 

By Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 

Man has hunted wildlife since 
before recorded history for both 
food and as a means of protec- 
tion from the 
elements. 

Prehistoric 
hunters may or 
may not have 
understood 
their role in 
hunting but 
rather knew it 
as a means of 
survival. 

Along with 
predators and 
outbreaks of 
disease, these 
prehistoric so- 
cieties helped to keep animal 
populations in balance with the 
habitat. 

In North America, the Native 
Americans were the first con- 
servationists for wildlife popula- 
tions. 

Native American tribes, either 
sedentary or nomadic, understood 
their role in the environment and 
did not attempt to control it but 
rather co-existed as part of it. 

They harvested what they 
needed and respected the pred- 
ators that did the same, thus 
maintaining a balanced, healthy 
ecosystem. 

Under their stewardship, wild- 
life populations thrived. 

When European settlers first 
arrived on the North American 
continent, they found a thriving 
ecosystem with abundant game. 

These new comers to North 
America were more sedentary 
and practiced farming and ranch- 
ing. 

They attempted to eliminate 
predators that once helped to con- 
trol wildlife populations because 

RJH Cheerleaders 
Participate in 
Cheerleading Camp 

The Rice JH Cheerleaders 
participated in a private camp 
this week with Premiere Cheer 
Camp to ready them for this year's 
football season. 

This year's squad consists 
of the following. Representing 
the 8th grade is Mallory Thomas 
(captain), Shaniah Hardcastle 
(captain), Oleatha Coleman, Me- 
lissa Hassin, Erin McConnell and 
Brittany Moore. 

Seventh grade squad mem- 
bers are Virginia Hardcastle 
(co-captain), Mary Beth Huvar 
(co-captain), Jameka Johnson 
and Taylor Semora. 

The girls spent three days 
grueling over new chants, cheers 
and a dance but had lots of fun 
along the way as well. 

They progressed very well as a 
squad and look forward to leading 
the school spirit at the new junior 
high school. Taking home special 
awards from the camp were Mary 
Beth Huvar - Best Jumper; Brit- 
tany Moore - Most Spirited; and 
Mallory Thomas - Most Valuable 
Cheerleader. 

they posed a threat to livestock. 
European settlers also brought 

with them a new set of values and 
traditions, harvesting animals 
from abundant wildlife popula- 

tions not only for 
subsistence but 
also for profit. 

Market 
hunting be- 
came a way of 
life for many. 

Market 
hunter's har- 
vested vast 
quantities of 
game, most of 
which was to 
be shipped to 
the northeast 
or overseas for 

a profit. 
In those days, there were no 

bag limits, seasons, legal means 
of take or wanton waste laws to 
regulate the take of wildlife, and 
by the turn of the century many 
wildlife populations were in seri- 
ous jeopardy. 

m the early 1900s, Aldo Leo- 
pold, considered to be the father 
of modern wildlife management, 
introduced the concept of sustain- 
able harvest and stewardship of 
both wildlife and wildlife habitat. 

He understood the need for 
regulations limiting the harvest 
of animals but also the need for 
harvest to sustain healthy popu- 
lations. 

Today hunting is still a vital 
part of wildlife management. 

After the days of population 
devastation, many species are 
once again thriving. 

With the loss of natural preda- 
tors it has become the role of 
hunters to balance wildlife popula- 
tions with the carrying capacity of 
the habitat. 

Biologists and managers 
spend many hours in the field 
conducting surveys to determine 
population densities, to make 
recommendations on harvest, 
that will not only benefit wildlife 
populations, but also ensure that 
the habitat upon which those 
populations exist will not suffer 
detrimental effects. 

A prime example of the neces- 
sity of hunting as a wildlife man- 
agement tool can be seen in the 
Texas hill country deer herd. 

For years, restrictive harvest 
and the old school thinking of 

not harvesting does allowed the 
deer population to explode to the 
point that overpopulation affected 
the health of the deer population 
and the habitat upon which they 
depended. 

Periodic die-offs, due in part to 
starvation, along with degraded 
habitats, became a cyclical event 

occurring every few years. 
By using hunting as a manage- 

ment tool we are able to estimate 
populations, calculate the carry- 
ing capacity of the habitat and 
harvest surplus animals, thus 
keeping wildlife populations in 
balance with the resources that 
are critical for their survival. 

BACK TO SCHOOL 
50% Off Table 

Clothes, Jewelry, Decor and More!! 
Teacher's Take 10% Off Entire stock 

(Sale Items Not Included) 
Proof Required 

h    We Love Our Teachers!    j 

BLNAILS 
979-233-2800 

MONDAY - SATURDAY 10:00 - 6:00 PM. 
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OWISH EXTfEcNlIOeN0 

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE 
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Proud to be the newest ..^^^d 
dealer representing th^j 
Chevrolet line of autos 

and tiwcks 
erving the a 

since 1927. 

Rice Jr. High Cheerleaders from left to right: Jameka Johnson, Oleatha Coleman, MaryBeth Huvar, 
Brittany Moore, Melissa Hassin, Mallory Thomas, Taylor Semora, Shaniah Hardcastle, Erin McConnell, 
Virginia Hardcastle 

Subscribe 
To The Headlight 

234-5521 

Learn more about the program and your eligibility at our dealership or at www.cars.ore 
CARS is a program of the U.S. Department of Transportation's National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(www. cars.gov) 

TRADITIONS CHEVROLET 
Wounded on Traditions, Poetised on the Puture 

Come grow "With Vsl 
800-388-2414 
843Hwy90A 

East Bernard, TX 77435 

979-335-7913 
Mon.-Fri 8:00am-5:00pm 
Sat 8:00am- 1:00pm 

- AN AMERICAN 
REVOLUTION 

vvww.traditionschevrolet.com 
www.hlavinka.com 


